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HIS HONOUR CHIEF JUDGE STEPHEN THACKRAY — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.13 pm]: I would now like to inform the house of the sad 
passing of the Honourable Stephen Thackray, former Chief Judge of the Family Court of Western Australia. 
Stephen Thackray spent his formative years on his parent’s farm in Mogumber. Many of his classmates at primary 
school were part of the stolen generation. His concern for and affinity with Indigenous peoples continued throughout 
his professional career. For all the highlights and achievements of his professional career, to which I will return, some 
of his happiest and most satisfying professional moments came during his work in Newman with the Martu people 
of the Western Desert towards the end of his tenure as Chief Judge. 
Stephen Thackray had an outstanding career as a family lawyer before his appointment as principal registrar of the 
Family Court of Western Australia in 1997, and his inevitable and well-deserved appointment as a judge of that 
court in 2004. He was appointed Chief Judge of the Family Court of Western Australia in February 2007 and 
served with distinction in that role until his retirement in January 2019. 
Over the course of his judicial career, he established a well-deserved reputation as one of Australia’s finest and 
most respected family law jurists. As a judge, he was both wise and empathetic. His brilliant legal mind was paired 
with an open, patient and courteous demeanour that ensured that all who appeared in his court felt that they had 
been heard and treated with respect. 
As Chief Judge of the Family Court of Western Australia, and in his role as a senior member and head of the 
Appeal Division of the Family Court of Australia, he took on some of the most difficult cases ever to come before 
those courts. He led the development of family law jurisprudence throughout Australia to an extent matched by 
very few in the history of the Family Court. He led the Family Court of Western Australia by quiet example, grace 
and good humour. His judicial colleagues, and support staff at all levels within the court, respected him, enjoyed 
his friendship and strived to meet his example. His leadership was largely responsible for the collegiate nature of 
that court, and its success as the best Family Court in Australia, which was also largely accredited to the leadership 
and skills of His Honour, the late Judge Stephen Thackray. 
Stephen Thackray was also a devoted friend, father and husband. His wife, Janet, was his greatest support, and 
he valued her counsel above all others. He was immensely proud of his children, James and Amanda, and his 
daughter-in-law, Leandri. We extend our profound sympathy to all of his family and friends. 
Stephen Thackray made an enormous contribution to the justice system throughout Australia, and most particularly 
to the people of Western Australia. The state is poorer for his loss. 
Vale Stephen Thackray. 
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